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MORPETH  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


for  the  Year 


1966 


To  the  liayor.  Aldermen  and  CoimcillorG  of  the  Borough  of  Morpeth# 

Ulx,  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  ray  report  for  the  year  19^6,  including  the 
report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 

The  total  number  of  births  fell  by  one  and  the  total  nmber  of  decaths 
increased  by  7>  giving  a  standard  birth-rate  of  15o67  and  a  standard 
death-rate  of  10,05  per  1,000  of  the  population,  both  rates  being  lovv'er 
than  the  corresponding  national  average  rates. 

The  still-birth  rate  v/as  low,  at  15  *27  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 
and  v/ith  only  one  infant  death  occurring  belov/  the  age  of  one  year,  the 
infant  mortality  rate  of  4*46  per  1,000  live  births  was  probably  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  in  the  Borough, 

Unfortunately,  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  increased 
by  7  ancl  the  death-rate  from  this  cause  was  only  very  slightly  less  than  in 
the  country  as  o.  whole. 

There  v/as  no  event  of  outstanding  importance  in  I966  to  which  reference 
can  be  ma.de  but  the  work  of  the  Health  Depa.rtment  continued  steadily  and  I 
should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient  and  conscientious 
v/ay  in  which  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  ca.27ried  out  their  duties. 

Finally,  I  must  thanl:  the  Council  for  consideration  shovm  to  me,  and 
other  ^departments  for  their  co-operation. 


I  am, 

Mr,  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

C,B,  McGregor,  M,B,,  Ch.B,,  B.P.H, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Borough  of  Iforioeth, 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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laTHLEEH  DICK, 
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M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
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SECTION  A> 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


The  Registrar-General  estimated  that  at  niid-1966  the  population 
had  increased  hy  a  further  200,  to  14^150* 

Morpeth  is  a  market  tovai  with  a  high  proportion  of  the  population 
employed  in  the  retail  ajid  distrihutive  trades,  serving  a  \7ide  country 
area,  as  v/ell  as  the  tov/n  itself. 

Many  of  the  residents  a,re,  however,  employed  in  the  coal-mining 
industry  and  the  recession  in  this  is  likely  to  affect  employment  in 
the  toYvTi,  although  to  a  lesser  extent  than  in  neighbouring  commimities. 

Efforts  to  introduce  no?;  industries  have,  so  far,  met  with  no 
great  success  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  achieve  m.ore  in  the  future. 
The  town  is  growing,  largely  as  a  result  of  private  enterprise  house 
building  and  it  would  be  regrettable  if  Morpeth  were  to  become  merely  a 
’dormitory’  tov/n  for  Newcastle  and  Tyneside, 

It  is  a  pleasant  place  in  v/hich  to  live  and  its  beautiful  park  and 
many  open  spaces  attract  large  numbers  of  visitors  during  the  summer  months, 
Carlisle  Park,  so  easily  seen  from  the  main  road,  draws  admiring  comments, 
every  year,  from  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  country  and  from  a,broad. 


Area  in  Acres  . . . . *2,218 

Rogistx'ar-General’ s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid-1966  ,14,150 

One  Penny  Rate  Produces . . . ,€1807,12,91, 

Rateable  Va,lue  . £452,349 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  I966)  •,,,,,««,e*,,.o,,,,,,  4,225 
Total  number  of  houses  ov/ned  by  Local  Author! tj^  ***,*,**,«**,,  1,49^ 


VITAL  STATISTICS, 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales) 


Live  Births .  Male  Fenale  Total 

Legitimate  118  102'  220 

Illegitimate  4-4 

122  102  224 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  . .  15*03 

Standard  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0,99)  .  15*6.7  (l?.?) 

Still  Births  Ma,le  Fenale  T'ota,! 

Legitimate  213 

Ra,te  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  . . . .  13*27  (l5*4) 


BE/'iTIIS 


Total  Llale  FenaAe 
187  97  90 

Dearth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  . . . 13*22 

Standard  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  O.76)  1C. 05  (ll.7) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Heading  3C  of  the  Registrar- 
General’ s  Short  List)  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  «...••  Nil 
MatemaJ  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  .vea,r  Male  Fermle  TotaA 

Legit  ima,te  1  -  1 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  4*46  (l9*0) 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

bii*ths  4*55 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitima-te 

live  births  •  •  •  •  •  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  v/eeks  Blale  Female  TotaJ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  v/eeks  1  -  1 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age  per 

1,000  live  births)  . 4*46  (l2.9) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  1  -  1 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  vieek  per 

1,000  live  births)  . . 4*46  (ll#l) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  '.leek 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  . . .  17*  7  (26*3) 

The  only  death  below  the  age  of  one  year,  occurred  in  an  infant 


who  lived  for  only  four  hours,  following  precipitate  birth  with  the 
cord  tightly  round  the  neck. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  mortality  rates 
during  the  past  ten  years. 
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The  Rogistii'ar- General  supplies  the  following; 


CAUSES  OF  DEilTIL  1966. 


Male  Female 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  (other  forms)  • 

• 

•  #  • 

0  0 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

4  • 

Diphtheria  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

mm 

5. 

Vvliooping  cough  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

6, 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

■•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

7. 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

mm 

8. 

Measles  . 

#  •  # 

•  •  • 

0  0 

m. 

9. 

ether  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0  # 

0  0 

1C. 

I.1alignant  lTeoplo,sn,  stomach  . 

•  •  • 

«  •  « 

0  0 

1 

1 

11. 

Ife-lignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

•  •  • 

0  0 

6 

— 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  . . 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

0  0 

— 

1 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

14. 

Other  Idalignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  . 

0  0 

10 

10 

15. 

Leukaemia,,  Aleuko,enia  ..  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

16. 

Diabetes  .  ...  . 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

5 

17. 

"Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

•  •  • 

0  0 

11 

17 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  ... 

o  •  • 

a  o  • 

0  0 

23 

9 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

0  0 

20  c 

Other  Heart  Diseases  .  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

13 

21 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

4 

6 

22. 

Influenza . .  ... 

#  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...  . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

9 

9 

24. 

Bronchitis  .  ...  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0 

4 

3 

25, 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Syste 

jm  . 

0  0 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

•  •  • 

m  m  0 

0  0 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  • 

0  0  9 

0  0 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

*  •  ♦ 

0  0  0 

0  0 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0 

- 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

•  «  • 

0  0  0 

0  • 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

•  #  • 

0  0  0 

•  • 

- 

— 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  disea,ses 

0  0 

•  • 

7 

3 

33. 

l.fotor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

•  • 

3 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0 

2 

3 

35. 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0 

mm 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  Uar 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0 

mm 

- 

Total 

91 

90 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  lU  1966 


♦ 

< 

« 

j  Cause 

Total 

Number 

^  of  Total 
Deaths 

i 

! 

) 

i 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 

76 

40.64 

i 

j 

1 

! 

1  Malignant  Neoplasms 

29 

15.51 

i 

\ 

i 

1  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
! 

28 

14.97 

i 

i 

« 

1 

i  Total 
» 

133 

71.12 

f 

t 

( 

1 

SECTION  B. 


GEmiAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 


Lg.'boratory  facilities < 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Nev/castle  General 
Hospital  undertakes  the  full  range  of  bacteriological  and  virological 
examinations  free  of  charge  to  local  authorities  and  general 
practitioners. 

Facilities  for  bacteriological  examination  are  also  provided,  to 
a  linj.ted  extent,  at  the  Pathological  Department  of  iishington  General 
Hospital, 

The  extent  to  vdiich  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is 
shown  below. 


;  Specimens  sent  by 

Specimen 

Pos 

Neg  - 

) 

i 

i 

1  Medicad  Officer  of  Headtli 

j 

1  „  „ 
j  General  Practitioner 

Faeces  for  pathogenic 
organisms 

20 

1 

1 

177 

tr  i!  :i 

23 

> 

5' 

« 

1  Regional  Ifospital  Board 

1  Physician 

II  U  II 

1 

i 

f - - -  —  -  — 

'!  There  were  59 

» 

sensitivity  tests  carried  out. 

\ 

Aiabulance  Service > 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  from  the  Ambulance 
Station  in  Gas  House  Lane,  where  there  are  four  ambulances  and  eight 
drivers.  The  station  is  manned  from  S.a.m.  until  midnight  each  day  and, 
during  the  rest  of  the  24  hours,  drivers  are  on  stand-by  duty.  All 
vehicles  can  be  controlled  by  radio  from  the  Central  Control  at  Wi deopen. 

Maternity  and  Child  Vfelfare  Services  > 

The  full  range  of  services  is  provided  at  the  County  Council’s  Clinic 
in  Gas  House  Lane,  where  there  are  three  Health  Visitors.  During  the  year 
a  system  of  attacliment  of  Headth  Visitors  to  the  pracjrices  of  the  Gonersl 
Practitioners  in  the  town,  came  into  operation  ^wLth  the  object  of  achieving 
closer  liaison  between  two  branches  of  the  National  Health  Service. 

Meals  on  V/heels. 


Figures  supplied  by  the  County  Organiser  of  the  Yi/'omen’s  Royal 
Voluntary  Service  show  that,  during  I966,  2,409  meals  were  delivered  to 
old  people  in  their  own  homes  and  a  further  9^5  meals  were  provided  at 
the  Luncheon  Club  at  Stobhill.  These  services  could  be  extended  if  more 
people  were  willing  to  make  use  of  them. 

Chironodv  for  Old  People. 


This  service  continued  to  operate  and  to  be  greatly  appreciated. 


SECTION  C. 


SMITARY  CIRCmiSTMCSS  OF  THE  AKSil. 


Waters 

The  Borough  is  supplied  uith  drinking  water  hy  Tynemouth  Corporation 
water  undertaking.  During  the  year  the  supply  proved  adequate  for  all 
demands,  and  the  quality  satisfactory.  Twenty  sajnples  were  taken  hy  the 
Puhlic  Health  Inspector  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora-tory  at 
the  General  Hospital,  Hewcastle-upon-Tyne  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  laboratory'-  reports  upon  them  are  shown  in  the  table  hereunder. 

The  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough  known  to  have  an  external 
w'ater  supply  only  was  two  and  it  is  expected  these  will  disappear  in  the 
near  future  either  under  demolition,  or  improvement  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts, 

Mention  was  made  in  my  I965  report  of  a  new  service  reservoir  under 
construction  at  Tranwell  to  provide  a  new  water  supply  to  Coopies  Lane 
and  \'/halton  Road  Industrial  Sites.  This  is  not  yet  completed  but  the 
existing  supply  to  the  Coopies  Lane  site  is  apparently  sufficient  for 
present  needs. 


Water  Sainnles  Results. 


1  Ref. 
Ho. 

Location 

of 

Sampling. 

Collected 

Reisrult 

To  Probable  No. 

Lab,  of  Coliform 

bacilli  per 

100  ml. 

Code 

1. 

Low  Stanners( Abattoir) 

24.  2.66. 

24.  2.66. 

0 

S 

2. 

West  Park 

It 

It 

3 

S 

5. 

Loans dean 

tt 

tt 

0 

S 

4. 

Stobhillgate 

tt 

It 

c 

& 

5o 

West  Park  (repeat) 

1.  5.66. 

1.  5*66. 

0 

s 

6. 

It  It 

It 

It 

0 

s 

7. 

Postern  Crescent 

tt 

It 

0 

s 

8. 

Church  Walk 

It 

II 

0 

s 

9. 

Duncan  Gardens 

50.  3.66. 

30.3.66. 

0 

s 

10. 

It  tt 

It 

It 

0 

s 

11. 

Sanderson  Gardens 

It 

It 

0 

s 

12. 

It  tt 

It 

II 

0 

s 

15. 

McGills  Yard 

18.  8.66. 

18.8.66. 

0 

s 

■14. 

Newmarket 

II 

It 

0 

s 

15. 

Newgate  Street 

It 

It 

0 

s 

16. 

Pottery  Bank 

It 

It 

0 

s 

17. 

Stobhill  Villas 

12.10.66. 

12.10.66. 

0 

s 

18. 

It  It 

II 

It 

0 

s 

19. 

It  It 

II 

It 

0 

s 

120. 

It  It 

tt 

II 

0 

s 

S.  indicates  *  Satisfactory * . 


Nuisances. 


During  the  year,  122  complaints  were  received  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector.  All  were  dealt  with.  As  in  past  years,  informal  action  was 
sufficient  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  dealing  v/ith  other  problems 
and  only  in  three  cases  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  action  and 
the  service  of  statutory  notices. 

The  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  in  connection  with 
complaints  and  routine  district  inspections  v^as  217* 


Defects  and  other  matters  remedied  were  as  followir:- 


Accumulations  removed 
Chimney  stacks  repaired 
Ceilings  repaired 
Ceilings  renewed 
Conveniences  repaired 
Damp  walls  remedied 
Derelict  ashpits  demolished 
Doo3k  repaired 
Drains  cleared 
Eavesgutters  cleansed 
Eavds gutters  renewed 
External  v/alls  re-pointed 
Houses  cleansed 
Roofs  repaired 
Refuse  bins  renewed 
Rain  wa,tor  pipes  repaired 
Staircases  repaired 
V ent i 1 at ion  improve d 
Windov;  frames  renewed 
Window  cords  renewed 
V/indows  re-glazed 
Window  sashes  repaired 
V/indow  sills  repaired 
Wooden  floors  repaired 
Waste-pipes  repaired 
Wallplaster  renev/ed 
Yard  paving  repaired 


5 

2 

5 

5 

1 

16 

1 

6 

4 

5 

6 

7 

5 

4 

14 

3 

1 

1 


2 

3 

1 

4 
3 
2 

3 

4 

1 


Other  visits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  193^  and  1961 
were  as  follows 


Building  sites 
Communal  yards 
Disinfestations 
Drainage 

Infectious  disease 

Public  sanitary  conveniences 

Refuse  disposal  sites 

Rivers,  streams  and  ditches 

Sewage  disposal  plants 

Schools 

Shops 

Slum  clearance  sites 
Workplaces 
Refuse  containers 
Swimming  baths 
Fairgrounds 

Unsatisfactory  dwellings 


2 

8 

31 

37 

28 

9 

4 

5 

6 

2 

4 

2 

1 

43 

1 

2 

12 


Clean  Air  Act«  1956# 

One  complaint  of  a  smoke  nuisance  from  railway  engines  was  received 
during  the  year*  The  matter  v/as  investigated  and  observations  made  and 
it  was  found  that  the  particular  section  of  railway  involved  was  a 
shunting  section  and  also  a  point  where  a  mineral  line  connected  with  a 
passenger  line  and  frequently,  rrlneral  trains  were  held  up  awaiting  main 
line  clearance* 

The  problem  was  discussed  with,  and  sympathetically  considered  by, 
the  railway  authorities  who  eventually  intimated  that  they  were  to  speed 
up  the  withdrawal  of  coal  fired  locomotives  from  this  area  and  rep^ce 
them  with  diesel  units,  thereby  eliminating  this  nuisance*  No  other 
complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  were  received* 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960« 


Daring  the  year,  one  case  of  excessive  noise  v/as  recorded  arising 
from  a  pneumatic  road  drill  and  air  compressor*  This  -vras  taken  up 
with  the  operators  of  the  apparatus,  and  advice  given  on  noise  reduction 
measures . 


Verminous  Premises, 

Fifty  six  complaints  of  insect  pest  infestations  were  received 
during  the  year.  All  were  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  by  the  application  of  approved  insecticides  and  other 
eradicative  measures. 

The  following  table  shows  the  kinds  of  insects  met  with,  cockroaohes 
and  wasps  again  being  the  most  troublesome  pests. 


Insect  Pests. 


i 

s  Species 

1 ^ 

No.  of  Complaints.  ! 

4 

1 

Cockroaches 

Clover  mite 

Flies 

Fleas 

Wa^sps 

20 

1 

1 

3 

. ..J 

i  Total 

L 

56 
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STATISTICAL  REPORT  OF  TEE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Year  ending  51st  LecemLert  1966* 


Housing 

Structural  defects 
Defective  food  store 
Dampness 
Overcrowding 


Water  Supply « 

Insufficient 

Unsatisfactory 


• 

ft 

• 

CO 

• 

0 

d  • 

d  3 

bO 

0  u 

• 

t— 1  • 

0  3 

3  • 

0  0 

3 

•H  cd 

w 

CO 

d  Id 

•r-|  0 

0  d 

"H  'H 

•H 

+>  <D 

-p 

3 

a  0 

nj  d 

-p  0 

d  P 

d 

0 

0 

0 

u  ^ 

0  -p 

d  > 

0  0 

0 

0 

0 

•H 

0  3 

3  0 

p  3 

£3  d 

0 

ft  0 

ft 

-P 

ft  0 

0  d 

d  0 

0 

0 

to  ^ 

0 

3 

3  w 

3  , 

P  w 

3 

0 

fi  -p 

fd 

•H 

H 

CO 

3 

3 

H 

> 

CO 

00  d 

CO 

CO  0 

ft 

to 

ft 

d 

ft  0 

•P  G 

0 

ft  p} 

0 

U 

0  0 

0  3 

0  0 

0  d 

rH 

0  "H 

-P 

•H 

0  0 

•H 

0  p 

d 

U 

• 

3 

•  -P 

ft  ft 

•  P 

ft  d 

to 

0  3 

0 

0 

0  0 

0  3 

0  0 

0  P 

J2;  fd 

0 

is;  3 

fi-H 

^  3 

P  to 

P 

387 

65 

14 

63 

2 

1 

5 

5 

5 

■5 

1 

1 

21 

18 

18 

16 

n 

1 

29 

5 

(Council 

house 

applicants) 

2  (awaiting  further  action) 


Sanitary  CQnveniences« 

Insufficient 
'• 'Unsat  isfac  toiy 


Drainage « 

Insufficient 

Defective 


General « 

Shops  Act# 

Travelling  shops 

Market  stalls 

Food  premises 

Abattoir 

Milk  dealers 

Ice  Cream  premises 

Hotels  Restaurants  etc# 

Licenced  premises 

Offensive  accumulations 

Bakehouses 


1423  123  63  108  8  6 


Total 
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FACTORI]^  ACT,  1961 


At  the  close  of  the  year,  there  were  on  the  Borougii  register  thirty- 
eight  factory  premises  whereat  power  driven  machinery  was  used,  and  three 
premises  without  pov/er  driven  machinery*  There  were  also  two  others,  where 
temporary  work  was  carried  on  ("building  sites)  and  two  out— workers  premises# 

The  folloY^ing  table  gives  some  statistical  information  of  action  under 
the  Acto 
INSFECTIOI>IS . 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

J 

1 

* 

1  Premises 
\ 

Inspections  Written 
Notices 

1 

Occupiers  | 
Proseoutedi 

1.  Fa-ctories  in  v/hich 
Sects ^  1,253,4  &  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  L.A, 

3 

4 

! 

! 

^  ! 

2.  Factories  not  incl, 

in  1  in  which  Sect.?  is 

' 

j  enforced  by  L,Ao 

38 

30 

5 

1 

i 

1  3«  Other  premises  in 
i  which  Sect, 7  is  enforced 

1  by  L.A,  (excl,  Out- 
j  workers' s  premises) 

f 

2 

6 

— 

! 

i 

i 

i 

1 

< 

i  Total 

1 

43 

40 

5 

I 

i 

Ci.SES  HI  VTIICII  DEFECTS  \DERE  PCUOT), 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  wero  found 

Pound  Remedied  Referred 

To  H.M.  By  II.M. 
Inspector 


1 


Want  of  clerjiliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

a)  InsuiTicient  2 

b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  3 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  - 
Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 


Number  \ 
of  co-ses  f 
in  which; 
prosecu- * 
tions  ■ 
were  in- \ 
s't’ituted « 


2 

1  work 
in  hand 


I 


^  Total 


10  0 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  iict,  1949,* 

The  year  under  review  sigain  saw  vigorous  action  in  this  field  of 
Public  Health  work  v/ith  full  regard  for  its  importance  -  not  always 
recogni.sed  by  the  general  public  -  in  relation  to  health* 

Rats  and  mice  are  most  fecund  pests,  and  notorious  carriers  of 
diseasGr 

The  raenarice  of  rats  and  mice  has  been  endured  from  time  immemorial , 
and  as  civilisation  and  world  trade  increased,  so  did  these  pests*  Early 
attempts  to  eradicate  them  proved  useless  and  the  cunning  of  rats  has  until 
recent  years,  defeated  the  endeavours  of  man  to  keep  them  within  controllable 
limits* 

I.bdern  scientific  methods  have  happily  been  developed  by  investigators 
and  fruitfully  applied  by  local  authorities  and  others  engaged  in  combating 
this  menance,  and  so  far  as  Itopeth  Borou{^  is  concerned,  the  rat  snd 
mouse  situation  is  well  under  control  owing  to  the  application  of  properly 
plaiined  and  executed  campaigns  on  both  surface  and  sewer  infestations* 

The  follov;ing  table  shoY^s  some  details  of  work  carried  out  under  this 
act  o 


Properties  involved 


Inspections 
carried  out 


Treatments 
carried  out 


I  Agricultural 

51 

* 

4 

Business 

109 

16  i 

Corporation 

171 

20 

D-wellings  (incl.  Council) 

426 

62 

Refuse  site 

40 

10 

Rivers  and  streams 

28 

6 

Sewage  works 

9 

1 

Sewers 

— 

2 

Totals 

814 

121  ! 

Destruction  of  }fiolQ3» 

i^fole  infestations  on  Council  o\7ned  lands  are  dealt  with  by  a 
specialist  mole  catcher  retained  by  the  Council  on  a  contract  basis* 

Infestations  during  the  year  v/ere  light  in  nature,  but  it  is  very 
important  that  close  v/atch  be  kept  on  these  rodents,  so  very  destructive 
to  cultivated  land. 

Pet  Animals  Act*  1951* 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  there  was  only  one  licensed  premises  whereat 
pet  animals  were  sold* 

No  offences  under  the  Act  were  observed  or  reported,  and  no  nuisance 
occurred, 

PrainaiEce  and  Sewerage* 

Due  to  continuing  private  estate  development,  the  seY/erage  and  drainage 
systems  of  the  Borough  saw  further  expansion,  with  an  associated  continual 
increase  in  the  flcv/  of  sev/age  ari’iving  at  the  disposal  works  for  treatment, 
placing  heav;\’-  pressure  upon  the  existing  plant*  This  is  borne  out  by  the 
numter  of  effluent  samples  failing  to  satisfy  the  terms  of  consent  laid 
down  by  the  Northumbria  River  Authority  under  the  Riverp^  (Prevention  of 
Pnllution)  Act,  1956-19^1*  It  is  hoped  that  the  projected  improvements 
to  the  treatment  plant  will  soon  be  undertaken. 


11. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Street  Clearisin.g:, 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  in  the  Borou^  is  done  by  direct  labour 
and  carried  out  most  satisfactorily o  The  volume  of  refuse  £:rows  year  by 

year  requiring  more  equipment,  and  re-organisation  of  collection  routes, 
but  problems  arising  are  soon  resolve  do 

All  the  toTm.’  s  refuse  is  deposited  at  Qua,rry  Woods  on  the  Eastern 
Boundary  of  the  Borough,  under  the  supervision  of  a  tip  orderly,  and  from 
time  to  time,  inspected  by  officers  of  the  Council’s  staff  to  ensure  that 
tipping  proceeds  in  a  proper  manner  and  that  adequate  precautions  are  taken 
against  rodents  and  insects  and  any  other  nuisance. 

llo  major  outbreaics  of  fire  were  e:qperienced  during  the  year,  as  much 
of  the  inflammable  material  vras  first  removed  and  incinerated  on  selected 
areas  of  the  site  with  the  minimum  of  nuisance  or  danger,  under  the  circumstances. 


Rivers  and  Streams • 

There  were  fortunately  no  complaints  made  daring  the  year  about 
pollution  of  the  river  Wansbeck,  but  some  pollution  was  noted  in  a  stream 
caused  by  a  sewer  overflov/,  the  sev;er  being  obstructed. 

This  was  promptly  remedied.  The  Pollution  of  the  Churchbum  mentioned 
in  my  report  for  19^5  cleared  up  early  in  1966,  follov/ing  repairs  to  a 
defective  drainage  system  in  the  vicinity. 

Camping  Sites  and  other  .  Recreational  Facilities. 

There  are  no  organised,  official  camping  sites  in  the  Borough,  but 
other  :  recreational  facilities  are  well  provided  for  in  the  parks  and  open 
spaces  throughout  the  Borou^,  e.g,  Carlisle  Park  where  bowls,  tennis, 
putting,  and  clock  golf  can  be  enjoyed  in  pleasant  floral  surroundings. 

Alongside  is  the  excellent  and  much  appreciated  childrens  paddling 
pool  and  aand  play-pit , To north  of  the  town  is  the  sports  stadium  at 
Grange  House  field  v;here  rugby  football  matches  are  played.  Southwards  is 
the  beautiful  stretch  of  Deuchar  Park  to  delight  the  eye,  at  all  times  of 
the  year,  and  to  the  south-west  is  Storey  Park  and  The  Common  where  football 
pitches  are  provided.  There  are  similar  facilities  at  Stobhillgate  and 
in  this  area  there  is  the  Iforpeth  Cricket  and  Tennis  Club. 

Adjoining  the  Corniaon  is  the  excellent  Morpeth  Golf  Club  situated  on 
a  well  elevated  area+of  the  town.  Other  attractions  include  several  ancient 
historic  buildings,/ pleasant  promenade  walk  beside  the  Wansbeck  from  Carlisle 
Park,  leading  to  the  green-sward  of  High  S tanners,  much  appreciated  by 
residents  and  visitors  alike  as  a  restful  retreat,  for  the  nautically  minded, 
boating  on  the  Wansbeck  in  the  region  of  Carlisle  Park  during  the  summer 
months  and  for  everyone  the  delights  of  the  many  floral  displays  in  Carlisle 
Park  itself,  from  Spring  to  Autumn, 

Last  but  not  least,  when  thinking  in  terms  of  good  health, are  the 
many  attractive  and  pleasant  walks  through  the  large  grassland  and  wooded 
areas,  of  Castle  Banks,  and  other  parts  of  the  town, 

Swinminio:  Baths, 

There  is  not  as  yet,  a  public  swimming  bath  in  the  Borough  but  there 
are  great  hopes  of  this  additional  attraction  being  provided  in  the  foreseeable 
future.  There  is  however  a  swimming  bath  provided  at  Stobhillgate  Primary 
Schoo],  T/here  children  from  schools  from  a  wide  area  both  in  and  out  of  the 
Borough  aie  given  swimming  instruction. 


Schools o 

Daring  the  year  visits  were  made  to  various  schools  to  inspect  kitchen 
facilities  ciid  sanitary  conveniences.  One  school  visited  was  found  to  have 
somewhat  suh-standard  conveniences.  This  was  taken  up  with  the  school 
maTiagement  committee  and  though  the  life  of  the  school  was  understood  to 
he  in  question^  some  improvements  were  requested  and  v/ere  under  consideration 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Kitchen  fracilities  were,  generally,  of  good  standard. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1965 , 

Work  under  this  legislation  progressed  during  the  year  and  hy  December 
31st,  the  number  of  registered  premises  on  an  amended  list  was  214* 

The  number  of  premises  naturally  fluctuates  as  new  premises  open, 
and  existing  ones  close,  or  other  circumstances  alter.  Since  inspections 
begem  I65  premises  have  received  a.  first  general  insiDection  and  v/hcre 
contraventiciis  v;ere  found,  informal  notices  have  been  issued  for  the 
remedying  of  defects  and  other  deficiencies. 

Thus  far,  it  is  pleasing  to  report,  that  it  lias  not  been  deemed  necessary 
to  resort  to  legal  action,  but  this  will  be  pursued  if  required.  Ten 
non-fatal  accidents  were  reported  during  the  yoar,  the  following  table  shov/ing 
some  statistics  relating  thereto. 


Premises 

Cause  of  accident 

Nature  of  injury 

I'.Iale 

Demale 

Shop 

Preparing  vegetables 

Cut  finger 

1 

Shop 

Slippery  floor 

Bruised  hip 

1 

- 

Shop 

Iloving  stock 

Lacerated  ankle 

1 

Shop 

It  ti 

Bruised  back 

1 

Catering 

Lifting  crate 

Strained  back 

- 

1 

Shop 

Electrical  short  circuit 

Bums 

1 

mm  1 

Shop 

Cutting  meat 

Lacerated  finger 

1 

~  1 

Shop 

Alighting  from  vehicle 

Sprained  ankle 

1 

1 

Catering 

V/ashing  stairs 

Wrenched  back 

- 

1  1 

,  Catering 

Slippery  floor 

Scalding  of  hand 

1 

mm  1 

All  of 
necessary, 

the  above  were  investigated 
for  the  prevention  of  such  ai 

( 

} 

and  advice  was  given  where 
Dcidents, 

5 

5  1 

13  o 

SECTIOl'T  D 


TilP.UL/iR  ST.^m'IEI^  OF  IICUSIITG  FOR  ^IIS  YEAH  1966 
Houses  con'pletod  diirinpc  the  year s 


8.)  By  Local  Authority  Nil 

b)  By  other  bcciies  or  persons  68 

Closing?  and  Benolition , 

1,  Houses  demolisned  in  Cleara^ice  Areas  12 

2o  Houses  denolishod  not  in  Clearance  iireas  5 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  denolished  1 

4*  /eny  other  houses  permanently  discontinued 

as  dvrellings  and  not  included  in  above  1 


Repairs „ 


Houses  made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or  PrH,  Acts . 


5.  By  infomal  action  8 

6.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  1 

7»  By  Loca.1  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

8,  Demolition  Co?cters  revoked  after  reconstruction  Nil 

Houses  Patchedo 

9,  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  still  in  use  at  end 

of  yoar  for  temporary  accommodation  Nil 

Clearance  ProATaime^ 

10,  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  clearance  pro{-p?anne 

remaining  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year  Nil 

DMtOVBL'ENT  GRANTS  No,  of  separate 

_ houses 

A,  Discretionary  Grants 


1.  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  Nil 

2.  Applications  rejected  •  Nil 

3.  Applications  approved  Nil 

4.  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  Nil 

5*  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant 

in  the  area  since  inception  of  scheme  158 

B.  Standard  Grants.  During  the  Total  to 

Year _  Date 


1,  Number  of  separate  houses  for 
which  grants  have  been  made? 

2,  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with; 

a)  Bath  or  shower 

b)  Wash  hand  basin 

c)  Hot  water  supply 

d)  Walter  closet 

e)  Food  store 


20 

91 

+ 

1 

L.A 

14 

68 

+ 

3 

L.A 

14 

64 

+ 

3 

L  (A 

15 

68 

+ 

3 

L.A 

19 

75 

+ 

2 

L.A 

10 

48 

+ 

3 

L.A 

During  the  year,  one  family  from  an  individual  unfit  house,  and 
one  family  from  a  Slum  Clearance  Area.,  were  re-housed,  the  number  of 
persons  displaced,  being  5« 


Four  families  in  individual  unfit  houses  were  awaiting  re-housing 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Sliun  Clearariceo 


14. 


Ac-^iori  in  comieotion  with  suh-standord  housing  during  the  year  was 
confined  to  one  closing  order  being  made  by  the  Coujicil.  A  few  other 
dwellings  thought  to  be  in  need  of  attentionj  v/ere  under  consideration 
for  closure  but  viere  nor  actioned  by  Pecenber  51st  I966.  The  Council^ 
original.  ]7ost-war  slum  clearance  plans  were  completed  in  1961  with  only 
small  x'ockets  of  unfit  houses  coming  to  light  after  further  surveys  and 
individual  unfit  hou.ees  discovered  while  investigating  the  circumstenoes 
of  council  house  appliconts. 


It  is  hope  ''’’  that  house  ownei^  o  including  owner- occupiers  will  take 
advfuitagvj  of  the  improvement  grants  and  loans,  to  bring  their  houses  up  to 
moder.n  standards  v.n  thoui  the  Council  having  to  resort  to  compulsion. 

Housing  Act  1964 ^ 

Action  under  this  Act  for  compulsory  improvement  of  sub-standard 
houses,  capable  of  being  brought  up  to  standards  as  laid  down  in  the  Act 
was  not  pursued  during  the  year  owing  to  pressure  of  other  new  legislation 
reqi'-iring  the  attention  of  the  Public  Health  Ins]jector.  Indeed  if  this 
is  to  be  done,  it  is  a  subject  needing  the  full  and  undivided  attention  of 
an  inspector,  or  inspocte-rs,  according  to  the  size  of  the  problem,  since  it 
is  one  with  much  involved  legal,  clerical  end  record-keeping  work.  For 
this  reason,  and  having  regard  to  difficulties  in  recruiting  and  maintaining 
trained  and  qualified  staff,  it  is  felt  that  as  stated  above,  every  effort 
should  ho  made,  to  encourage  voluntary  improvement,  as  an  initial  measure. 

Rent  Act,  1957 0 

Ho  further  aiDplications  were  received  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrep>air 
under  this  Act,  during  the  year. 

SECTION  Eo 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Ivlilk  Supply, 


Mlk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  designated  i.e.  Untreated,  Pasteurised  or 
Ster  jlisedc 

The  issue  of  dealers*  lic'^ces  and  sampling  are  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Department  of  Northumberland  County  Council,  and  registration  of 
dealers  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Borough  Council*  Three  new  registratioji 
were  approved  during  the  year  making  a  total  of  fourteen. 

The  following  table  shoY/s  the  number  and  results  of  samples  taken  for 
Hetliylene  Blue  Reductase,  Phosphatase,  and  Biological  tests  during  the  year. 


T  '  -  - — 

1 

t 

i  Designation 

¥ 

Untr,  Past. 

M.B. 

Test 

Passed 

Phos, 

Result 

Bio  M.B. 

Failed 

Phos 

8  — 

8 

wm  M 

•• 

14 

12 

14 

2 

Icc  CroaVu 


At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  40  premises  registered  in  the 
Borough  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Thera  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturers  on  the  register.  Inspections  of 
premises  and  equipment  were  made  and  condition®  found  genrerally,  in  order. 


15. 


Pulplic  Abattoir. 

The  Council-ovm.ed  and  operated  Public  Abbattoir  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  no  major  brealcdoim  occurred  to  impede 
the  slaughtering  processes.  The  premises  were  v/ell  maintained.  There 
are,  hov;ever,  some  works  of  improvement  required,  particularly  in  the 
lairages,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Tvlinistry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food,  and  these  are  being  ■’undertaken  by  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

A  welcome  improvement  was  the  provision  of  a  250  cu.  ft.  refrigerating 
unit  for  the  holding  of  meat  and  viscera  awaiting  results  of  laboratory 
tests  and  when  not  >30  required,  for  the  holding  of  viscera  during  warm 
sreather,  and  v;hile  awaiting  collection  by  the  owners* 

Staffing  consists  of  two  full-time  si aught eimen  and  one  relief 
slaughterman.  There  is  also,  one  man  employed  full-time  as  lairage 
attendant  and  general  labo'urer. 

The  throu-ghput  of  animals  was  less  than  in  1965.  but  the  meat  trade 
is  apparently  one  where  fluctu^-tions  of  demand  do  occur  for  one  reason  or 
another. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  n'umbers  of  animals  slaughtered 
for  butherb  mea,t  for  the  years  I965  and  I966, 


MONTH 

■ 

1265 

1966 

Cat t lei  Sheep 

i 

jPigs 

Calves 

; Total 

Cattle 

Sheep 

iPigs 

1 ; - 

1  Calvesf  Total 

L  _  1 

Jan, 

149 

1  1248 

154 

'■ 

2 

1553 

110 

1185 

110 

!« 

5 

f 

I4O8 

Feb, 

135 

!  588 

i 

242 

5 

97^ 

115 

706 

104 

1 

926 

Mar, 

148 

5O8 

267 

5 

928 

113 

417 

141 

672 

■  Apl, 

116 

590 

:  167 

4 

677 

96 

264 

83 

6 

449 

May 

102 

356 

164 

- 

622 

93 

337 

93 

1 

524 

J'une 

86 

465 

204 

2 

757 

96 

452 

66 

2 

.616 

July 

105 

646 

164 

1 

914 

105 

558 

53 

21 

718 

Aug, 

122 

849 

165 

5 

1139 

158 

842 

73 

4 

1057 

Sept, 

145 

1157 

129 

5 

1416 

154 

1144 

252 

22 

1552 

Oct, 

148 

1164 

96 

9 

1417 

154 

1157 

134 

21 

1466 

Nov, 

180 

1309 

158 

6 

1653 

185 

1315 

118 

6 

1622 

Bee, 

151 

1005 

200 

4 

1340 

96 

651 

139 

6  i 

i 

892 

Grand  Total  15586 

1 

Grand  Total  11902 

A  glit-cleaning  service  is  provided  at  the  abbattoir  by  a  firm 
specialising  in  this  product  and  is  a  private  arrangement  between  the  firm 
and  customers  of  the  Abbattoir, 

All  condemned  meat,  viscera  and  offal  is  stained  with  a  special  dye 
before  removal  by  a  by-products  ;f.irm  and  all  carcases  passed  by  the 
inspector  for  h'uman  food  are  stamped  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations,  1965* 

Slaughtermen’s  Licences, 

I)uring  the  year  nine  slaughtermens'  licences  w'-ere  renewed  by  the 
Council,  No  new  licences  were  issued. 


ims  IJ^SPECTION. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  ro.iected  in  whole  or  in  part  as 

unfit  for  hinaan  consumption. 


1 

Cattle 
excl. 
Cows  • 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

w 

Number  killed 

1277 

176 

75 

9028 

1346 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticercosis. 

1277 

176 

75 

9028 

1346 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases,  some  part  or  organ 

2 

1 

1 

26 

2 

of  which  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  no.  affected 
with  disease  other  than  Tub- 

592 

145 

1980 

445 

.  erculosis  or  Cysticerci 

50.85?^ 

81.8^ 

1.539^ 

22 

33 .06/0 

Tuberculosis  only. 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases,  some  part  or  organ 

- 

- 

- 

of  which  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  no,  inspected 

- 

*• 

— 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases,  some  part  or  organ 

of  which  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat- 

— 

— 

■* 

— 

wm 

ment  by  refrigeration. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned, 

-   ... 

- 

— 

- 

9m 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  Cysticercosis 

• 

Inspection  of  other  Foods. 


The  followinr;  table  shows  the  foodstuffs  inspected  and  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  duoing  the  year. 


j - 

I  Conmodity 

- 1 

Wei^t  1 
lb ,  oz ,  * 

Butter 

4 

8 

Cooked  Ham 

52 

0 

Cooking  Oil 

170 

0 

Confection 

18 

0 

Coffoo 

5 

0 

Fish  paste 

4 

10 

Pish 

1 

5 

Fruit  Juice 

14 

0 

Horlicks 

10 

0 

pie  at 

123 

0 

'Puddings 

1 

8 

Tinned  fruits 

61 

0 

”  meats 

11 

8 

"  milk 

10 

0 

”  soup 

25 

0 

"  vegetables 

57 

0 

Total  weight:-  548 

5 
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This  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  either  hy  tunjoji^-or  deep 
burial  at  the  refuse  tip  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector, 

Food  Premises,  Food  HYicriene  and  Educational  Activities <> 

Further  progress  was  achieved  during  I966  in  connection  with  the 
hygiene  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough,  I/Iany  inspections  vvere  made  and 
proprietors  and  staffs  advised  and  instructed  on  good  hygiene  and  the 
inestimable  benefits  to  be  derived  from  good  practices.  Several  premises 
were  improved  by  the  provision  of  additional  hand  v/ashing  and  food 
cleansing  equipment  and  redecoration.  In  severed  cases,  artificial  lighting 
v/cs  improved  at  those  points  where  food  T\ras  under  preparation,  the 
resulting  efficiency  far  out-weighing  the  little  extra  cost  involved. 

Food-business  ovrners  were  in  the  main  co-operative  and  only  in  a  few 
cases  was  it  necessary  to  apply  pressure  and  the  service  of  reminder  letters, 
some  of  which  were  out-standing  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  will  be 
followed  up  and  appropriate  action  taken,  if  necessary,  but  much  has  been 
and  still  can  be,  achieved  by  proper  approach  and  G-ducation,  and  regard 
for  the  goodwill  and  integrity  of  those  involved  in  the  food  trades. 

It  is  felt  that  food-business  ovrners  are  shovmng  a  greater  awareness  of 
the  importance  of  good  hygiene  and  that  laws  and  regulations  are  not  made 
as  a  whim  of  a  government  department,  but  for  very  good  reasons. 

On  the  educational  front,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  continued  in 
his  own  time, to  give  talks  to  school  teen-age  classes,  and  other  organised 
bodies,  on  public  health,  and  hygiene  in  its  various  aspects  v-dth  special 
emphasis  on  food  hygiene.  In  addition  the  distribution  of  Plinistry  of 
Health  propagar^a  posters  and  office  prepared  leaflets  gave  added  weight 
and  impetus  to  the  advancement  of  food  hygiene. 

Food  Premises, 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  Borough  register  24  premises 
where  food  v/as  preserved,  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 >  three  having  been  registered  for  the  first  time  during 
19660  The  number  of  food  premises  on  the  register  was  128,  made  up  as 
follows  s- 


i  Main  classification 

Number  | 

Boarding  houses 

2 

Butchers 

11 

Bakehouses 

5 

Confectioners 

15 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Snack  Bars, 

Canteens 

15 

Cheiidsts 

4 

Cooked  Meats 

7 

Fruit  and  Greengrocery 

10 

Pried  Fish 

4 

Fresh  Fish 

1 

Grocers 

14 

General  Dealers 

12 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses 

14 

Off-licence  Shops 

5 

Supermarkets 

2 

School  kitchens 

9 

t 

Totals- 

128  j 

SECTION  P. 


PISViVLEl^ICE  OF,  MT)  CONTROL  OVER,  IlIFECTIOUS  MID  OTHER  DISEilSES 

Hospital  accoiui'iodation  for  crises  of  infectious  disease,  is  provided 
"by  the  Regional  EospitoH  Board  at  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyno* 


CiiSES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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CM 
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VsO 

j  Measles 

-  9 

17  h5  1 

72 

< 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

mm  mm  mm 

1 

1 

mm  mm 

2 

\ 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

I 

Dysentery 

-  2 

5  X4.  7 

2 

3 

1 

1 

mm 

1  - 

36 

i 

Total 

-  11 

22  60  8 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1  ~ 

111 

1 

i 

« 

Measles. 

m>  —I*  — wi  !■ 

This  disease  again  hecane  prevalent  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  with 
4  cases  notified  in  November  and  65  in  December. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Both  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  due  to  Salmonella  infections  but 
were  totally  unconnected,  as  one  was  due  to  Salmonella  Ne'wport  and  the 
other  to  Salmonella  Duisburg.  'In  the  former  case  it  seemed' likely  that 
infection  had  taken  place  outside  the  Borough  and  in  the  latter  it  was 
certainly  acquired  v;hile  the  patient  was  on  holiday  abroad.  > 

Dysentery.  ySonne.)  ‘ 

During  the  year,  5^  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  affecting 
17  households,  of  v/hich  one  household  ha,d  5?  another  ha.d  4  "two  had 
each  3  members  affected.  The  main  outbreak  occurred  during  November 
(24  cases)  and  December  (8  cases)  and  almost  all  the  affected  families  had 
children  attending  one  particular!;  •  primary  school  in  the  tov/n.  The 
school  was  visited  on  several  occasions  and  the  whole  staff  proved  most 
co-operative.  It  ¥/as  a,rran^jed  thqt  all  children  suffering  from  diarrhoea 
should  be  excluded  from  school,  together  with  other  school  children  belonging 
to  the  sane  f.amilies,  and  that  the  names  of  these  children  should  be 
notified  to  the  Health  Depa.rtnent  for  investigation,  A  circular  letter 
giving  information  and  a^dvice  was  sent  to  all  parents  and  a  leaflet  on 
’’Dysentery” ,  published  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  was 
distributed. 

The  School  kitchen  staff  and  some  of  the  teaching  sta.ff  were  investigated 
but  all  proved  to  be  free  from  infection. 

The  time-table  for  attendance  at  the  Stobhill  School  swimming  bath 
was  altered  so  that  pupils  from  the  affected  school,  who  normally  had 
swimming  lessons  on  a  Friday,  were  the  last  vo  use  the  bath  on  Fridays, 

1g  Kras  co.nsidered  that  chlorination  would  render  the  water  quite  safe 
by  Aionday  morning.  Only  children  who  appeared  to  be  perfectly  fit  were 
allowed  to  a-ttend  at  alio 
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Four  girls,  all  members  of  one  affected  family,  who  were  employed 
in  food  shops  v/ere  requested  to  refrain  from  working  until  they  were 
considered  free  from  infection  and  the  Council,  subsequently,  re-imbursed 
them  for  loss  of  earnings. 

Of  the  total  cases,  7  were  aged  1-4  yrs,,  21  Y/ere  aged  5-14  yrs, 
and  0  were  over  15  yea.rs. 

Diphtheria, 

The  last  ca-ses  of  this  disea,se  asiong  the  general  public  in  the  tovai 
occurred  in  1940  v^hen  2  children  vrere  affected.  Four  other  causes  in 
that  year,  4  1949 >  1  in  1950  and  1  in  1951  nil  involved  adults  who 

were  either  patients  or  members  of  the  staff  of  an  institution  in  the  town. 
The  last  deaths  attributed  to  diphtheria  occurred  in  1946  but  the  prolonged 
freedom  from  this  serious  disease  must  not  be  permitted  to  produce  any 
relaxa.tion  in  the  campaign  to  have  as  many  children  as  possible  immunised 
against  it.  Diphtheria  cases  still  occur  from  time  to  time  in  this  countiy 
and  in  considerable  numbers  in  certain  European  countries  and  the  disease 
could  return  to  an  inadequately  protected  community. 

Diphtheria,  Vi/hooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation, 

Fortunately,  the  great  majority  of  parents  continue  to  accept 
immunisation  for  their  children,  and  this  is  given  to  infants  in  the  form 
of  triple  antigen  which  protects,  simultaneously,  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus.  The  primary  course  is  followed,  at  the  age 
of  18  months  to  2  years  by  a  ’booster’  dose  of  triple  antigen  and  at  lo 
5  yea-rs  and  again  at  10  years  by  a  ’booster’  dose  of  combined  diphtheria  and 
tetanus  antigen. 

The  return  of  immunisations  completed  is  now  made  for  the  Y/hole  of 
the  Central  Area  of  the  County,  of  which  the  Borou^  forms  a  part.  In 
the  Central  Area  in  1966,  756  children  completed  a  primary  course  of 
triple  antigen,  while  a  further  100  completed  a  course  of  diphtheria/tetanus 
injections. 

In  addition,  349  older  children,  not  protected  in  infancy  against 
tetanus,  received  a  primary  course  of  treatment  with  tetanus  vaccine  alone. 

Re-inforcing  injections  against  diphtheria  were  given  to  1,928  children, 
against  whooping  cough  to  720  children  and  against  tetanus  to  1,605  children, 

Polionivelitis  Iimiiunisation, 

This  dreaded  abd  crippling  disease  ha-s  been  absent  from  the  Borough 
since  3  cases,  with  one  death,  occurred  in  1955 >  but, as  with  diphtheria, 
the  immunisation  campaign  must  continue  to  be  pursued  as  actively  as 
possible* 

In  1966,  the  number  of  children  v/ho  completed  a  primary  course,  was 
787,  which  compares  unfavourably  with  the  previous  yertr’ s  total  of  1,154. 

As  a  result,  however,  of  the  introduction  of  a  re-inforcing  dose  at 
approximately  2  years  of  age  the  number  of  children  who  received  a  ’booster’ 
dose  was  1,726  as  compared  with  1,028  in  1965. 

These  figures  refer  to  the  vvhole  of  the  Central  Area, 
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TUDERCULGSIS 

mi  C/xSES  mD  MORTALITY  DURING  1966. 


l 

New 

Cases 

Dea, 

ths 

Resp. 
I'l.  P. 

Non-Re sp . 

M.  F. 

Tot . 

Resp 

M.  F. 

Non-Re sp , 

H.  P. 

Tot . 

Under  1  year 

.  . 

. 

. 

1  -  4  years 

mm  mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

5  -  14  years 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

15-24  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  54  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

35  -  44  years 

1  - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

[45  -  54  years 

55  -  64  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

■65-74  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

'  75  years  &  over 

1 .  .  .  . .  .   . 

•• 

•• 

■* 

* 

•• 

•• 

mm 

f 

1  Total 

t 

> 

1  - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

One  new  case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  notified  during 
the  year  and  one  death  was  attributed  to  this  cause. 


Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  Morpeth 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  V/ales 

Death  Rate  from  Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  in 

Moipeth 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  \7ales 


0,071  per  1,C0C' 
0.'43  "  " 

Nil 

0.005  per  1,000 
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MORTALITY  FROM  MLimJlT  NEOPLilSLIS  DURING  1966  > 


Site  of 

Original 

Tunour 


Larynx 

Lung 

Breast 

Stomach 

Pancreas 

Colon 

Rectum 

Ureter 

Bladder 

Ovary 

Prostate 

Lymphatic  and  Ilaer^itop- 
oietic  System 


Ifele 


Female 
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-65516I--I5615 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  was  29?  an 
increase  of  7  on  the  total  for  the  previous  year  and  the  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  also  showed  an  increase  from  5 
1965  to  6  in  1966, 

The  death-rates  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  from  all  forms  of 
cancer  were  lower  than  in  the  country  as  a  whole  but  only  fractionally 
so,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  following  figures, 

Llalignant  Neoplasms  of  the  Lunp:  and  Bronchus, 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales 

Llalignant  Neoplasms  of  All  other  Sites  • 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth 
Death  Ra,te  in  England  and  Wales 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Sites, 

Death  Rate  in  Moipeth 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales 


0,424  P^r  1,000 
0,562  per  1,000 


1,625  per  1,000 
1,687  per  1,000 


2,049  per  1,000 
2,249  per  1,000 
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